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1. Introduction to Literature Review 

 

 

Formats 

• Specific section in a proposal 

• Introduction section of a technical paper 

• A special section/paper on literature review 

 

Purpose of Literature Review 
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To understand status quo 

 

To learn from other professionals 

 

To look for opportunities 
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Literature review in scholarly publications 

 

2.  Literature Sources and Search 

To find student thesis and dissertations in universities: 

 

Public Domain Internet: 

 

Open Access 
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Engineering Data Base 
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Use Boolean operator in literature search:   e.g. AND, OR NOT 
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Using Keywords to search: 

 

Currency of Literature: 

 

When to Stop? 
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Construct a literature tree for systematic literature search… 

 

 

Patents 
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3.  Conducting Literature Review 

 

Important points of literature review 

 

Two Basic Tasks 

 

 

Essential parts of literature review 

 

 

Literature review will lead to new direction on research 

 

 

Well organize our literature research 
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Making good argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on our claim, we may be able to challenge existing claim and 

form a new research direction. 

 

 

Focus Point 1 - Methods 

• May focus on different methods to solve same problem 

• May focus on same method to solve different problems. 

 

Focus Point 2 – Exploring Trends 

Study the latest trend of research on a particular subject 
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Elements of a standalone review article 

 

 

 

Some sample publications: 

 

Typical structure of a literature paper 
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Writing Considerations 

 

Use a professional tone 

 

 

 

Citation Format 

 
 

Your Writing Grammar 
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4.  Summary 
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